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Hamburgers " the peace loving," and accuse the
Liibcckers of being " the instigators of the woful
wars."

On March 2, 1534, the Congress was opened by
the Burgomaster of Hamburg in the grand council
chamber of the local guildhall, an historical room,
unfortunately destroyed in the great fire that devas-
tated Hamburg in 1842. In an eloquent speech the
local magnate described the miseries entailed by the
war in which the Ltibeckers had engaged against the
Dutch, and urged that peace should be concluded in
the interest of the common Hanseatic merchants.
The burgomaster was followed by an imperial coun-
cillor, who said the same things in yet stronger terms.
Wullenwebcr was visibly angered. His anger was
increased when the Dutch envoy rose to his feet and
claimed that it should be laid down as a principle
" that the sea and all other waters should be free to
the shipping of whosoever listed," adding that " if
the Liibcckers suffered damage in consequence, they
should find comfort in God's will and in the mutability
of all earthly things."

This was too much for Wullenweber's temper to
bear. He declared with violence that if the speeches
continued in this tone and spirit he and his colleagues
should leave the assembly, and this, in fact, they
shortly afterwards did. Not only did he leave the
assembly, but the city also, after he found that all the
demands of Liibeck fell on deaf ears. But before
he left he made a powerful speech in the guildhall,
wherein he asserted and maintained that all lie had
done had been done solely for the general benefit of